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What TROLL? 

 
• A place for linguists to archive and share: 

– Data (from text mining) 
– Statistical analyses 
– R scripts used 
– Not the text or corpus itself 

 



Quantitative analysis 

• Linguistics has taken a quantitative turn in recent 
years 

• Access to vast quantities of linguistic corpus for 
analysis 

• Statistical software have become widely available 
• -> Statistical methods increasingly used 

 



Sharing data and code 

• The community should make a commitment to publicly 
archive both our data and the statistical code used to 
analyze it 

• Goal to create an ethical standard for sharing data 
and code 

• Need a designated archive for public access to data 



Best practices 

• Establish best practices in quantitative approaches to 
theoretical questions 
– Include statistical methods and significance 

measures 
– Analysis, management, and sharing of data and 

statistical code 
• Data sharing and best practices can also help us to 

reduce the risk of fraud 



A collective learning experience 

• Access to examples of datasets and corresponding 
models will help in choosing the right models for our 
data 
– A collective learning experience 

 



Requirements from funders 

• Agencies also require researchers to share their data 
with any colleagues who ask for it – particularly 
common in medicine 

• Such conditions will likely be placed upon grant 
funding for linguistics as well 

• Both public archiving and submission of data can be 
accomplished via the same task, preparing 
annotations for datasets and code that facilitate the 
work of peer reviewers and colleagues 



Data used in publishing 

• In natural sciences, medicine, and psychology authors 
are routinely requested to submit their data along with 
their manuscripts when seeking publication in a 
journal 

• We can expect similar requests to become more 
common in connection with submissions to linguistics 
journals in the future 



Data and publication cross-referring  

• Archiving data and code on TROLLing will supplement 
and not replace or diminish the opportunity to publish 
articles in scholarly journals 

• Ideally scholars will publish their articles and 
simultaneously put their data and code on TROLLing 
with cross-references in both directions 

• TROLLing will ultimately facilitate more ambitious 
metastudies by making it possible to do comparisons 
across datasets, as is common in biostatistics, for 
example 



Example 











The role of the library 

• The library holds knowledge and experience in: 
– Building and running databases 
– Metadata 
– Open Access publishing and infrastructure 
– Infrastructure and standards for exchanging 

database content 
– How to optimize dissemination and discovery of the 

content 
• TROLLing contacted the library to this end 



TROLLing and CLARINO 

• CLARINO is an exciting project 
• TROLLing will gain from connecting with CLARINO 

– And hopefully vice versa 



Looking forward 

• TROLLing will contribute to establishing best practices 
for the analysis, management, and sharing of data 
and statistical code 

• If this can be accomplished, we will have much more 
to look forward to in terms of linguistic discoveries and 
theoretical insights 
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